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CORKEY  CALLING 

By:  Harold  Snodgress,  Interim  President 

The  Bluefield  Spring  Meeting  was  one 
of  the  best  meetings  we  have  had  in 
many  years.  The  turn  out  was  great 
and  many  new  members  attended  for 
their  first  time.  Sickness  kept  a  few  of 
the  members  from  attending,  but 
hopefully  they  will  be  able  to  attend 
the  fall  meting  to  be  held  in  Pikeville, 
KY.  Fellow  Scriptor  Walter  Fletcher 
will  be  the  host  and  his  reputation  for 
organizing  first  class  meeting  assures 
that  we  can  expect  to  have  a  another 
“super”  class  meeting  the  first 
weekend  of  October.  For  those  who 
could  not  attend  the  Bluefield  meeting 
I  have  asked  Secretary  Bill  Stump  to 
include  a  page  or  two  of  candid 
photographs  of  our  great  meeting  held 
in  Bluefield  this  past  April. 

Please  don’t  forget  to  send  in  all  your 
new  finds  on  the  West  Virginia  Edkins 
Catalogue  revision  project. _ 


NEW  FINDS 

Please  send  all  new 
finds  and  corrections  to 
the  3rd  edition  of  Edkins 
Catalogue  and  to  the 
West  Virginia  edition  of 
Edkins  Catalogue  to: 

Crawford  Blakeman, 
Sr.  New  Finds  Editor 
P.  O.  Box  356 
Middlesboro,  Ky. 

40965 

All  new  finds  will  be 
published  in  Scrip  talk 
as  soon  as  they  have 
been  recorded. 


INFORMATION  BULLETIN  BOARD 

NEW  FINDS  -  COAL  -  LUMBER  -  REQUEST  FOR  BOOK 

DONATIONS  -  BOOK  SALES: 

Crawford  Blakeman,  Box  536,  Middlesboro  KY  40965 
MEMBERSHIP  RENEWAL  AND  NEW  MEMBERSHIPS: 


W.  C.  Stump,  P.  O.  Box  444,  Loyall  KY  40854-0444 

ADVERTISEMENT  COSTS  AND  REOUIRMENTS 

Single  issue  &  camera  ready  -  Full  page  -  $20.00  Half  page  -  $12.00 
Fourth  page  -  $7.00  (Note:  Free  ads  see  Free  Ads  page  for  instructions.) 


All  paid  ads  are  to  be  CAMERA  READY  and  sent  to  James  Singleton, 
Jr.,  P.  O.  Box  41,  Hugeston,  WV,  25110.  Articles  of  Interests  are  to  also 
be  sent  James  Singleton  -  Attention  Editor  .  THE  DEADLINE  FOR 
ADS  AND  ARTICLES  is  the  10th  of  the  month  prior  to  publication. 
Scrip  Talk  is  printed  every  other  month  beginning  with  the  February 
issue  each  year. 


LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR  ARE  WELCOMED.  The  Editor  has 
sole  authority  to  reject  any  letter  if  found  to  be  slanderous  or  libelous  in 
content. 


ARTICLES  OF  INTEREST: 

Articles  of  interest  are  always  needed.  You  can  help  make  Scrip  Talk 
the  most  informative  and  interesting  newsletter  in  print  today.  The 
NSCA,  Inc.  is  YOUR  Association  and  YOU  can  make  it  grow  and 
prosper  with  YOUR  support.  Turning  in  all  new  finds  and  corrections, 
especially  for  the  West  Virginia  Edkins  book  project  will  keep  Scrip 
Collecting  alive  and  well  into  the  decades  of  our  new  millennium. 


We  are  short  on  CAMERA  READY  ARTICLES  so  please  try  to  send  in 
your  article  today. 


3. 


BLUEFIELD  FLOOR/MAIL  BID  AUCTION  RESULTS 

By:  W.  C.  Stump  -  Interim  Secretary 

Due  to  ineptness  on  my  part,  I  have  misplaced  the 
results  of  the  recent  auction  held  at  Bluefield.  The 
results  were  very  positive  and  our  Auctioneer,  Dave 
Whitman  performed  his  duties  quite  well.  However,  the 
“proof  in  the  pudding”  is  the  results  and  I  will  submit 
them  to  Jim  Singleton,  our  new  Editor  in  Chief  for 
publication  in  the  next  issue  of  Scrip  Talk .  


NEW  EDITOR  FOR  SCRIP  TALK 

Scriptor  Jim  Singleton,  Jr.,  P.  0.  Box  41,  Hugeston,  WV  25110 
has  been  appointed  by  Interim  President  Harold  Snodgress  to 
fill  the  post  of  Editor.  Jim  is  a  long  time  member  of  the  NSCA, 
Inc.,  and  has  the  full  confidence  of  the  Executive  Committee  to 
to  take  responsibility  of  the  duties  of  this  important  post.  I  am 
sure  everyone  will  support  and  assist  Jim  with  his  duties. 


THANKS  COIN  WORLD 

By:  Crawford  Blakeman 

A  recent  article  appeared  in  COIN  WORLD  entitled  “Coal  Scrip 
History  Runs  Deep”.  The  article,  written  by  Aaron  Flicker,  after 
phone  interviews  with  Bill  Stump  and  myself,  was  a  great  boost 
for  NSCA.  Well  written  and  illustrated  with  a  picture  from  Lynn 
Camp  Coal  Co.,  it  has  already  created  enough  interest  to  cause 
several  people  to  join  NSCA.  Most  of  those  joining  are 
purchasing  Edkins  Catalogs.  We  welcome  these  new  members, 
and  we  are  especially  grateful  to  Coin  World  and  to  Aaron 
Flicker.  Again,  many  thanks! _ 


4. 


EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE  MEETING 


Bluefield,  WV  -  April  28,  2000 


The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  Harold  Snodgress,  Interim  President 
at  2:00  P.  M.,  April  28,  2000  at  Bluefield,  WV.  In  attendance  were  W.  C. 
Stump,  Interim  Secretary/Editor,  Crawford  Blakeman,  Interim  Treasurer, 
Interim  Vice-Presidents  Jack  Chapman  and  David  Whisman  and  Vice- 
President  Tom  Shook. 

The  items  on  the  agenda  were  addressed  and  the  following  actions  were 
place: 

The  Interim  Secretary,  W.  C.  Stump  informed  that  no  accurate  minutes 
from  the  last  meeting  were  made  and  suggested  that  no  reading  of  the 
minutes  be  made.  A  motion  was  made  by  Crawford  Blakeman  to  omit 
reading  of  said  aforementioned  minutes.  Motion  carried  unanimously. 

Interim  Treasurer  submitted  his  report  and  stated  that  he  had  deposited 
$10,000.00  in  an  Interest  Bearing  C.  D.  and  had  consolidated  all  funds 
into  one  account.  As  of  that  date  all  bill  were  paid  and  a  total  of 
$6,296.00  was  in  the  General  Fund  Account.  A  motion  was  made  to 
accept  the  Treasurer’s  report  by  Dave  Whisman,  Seconded  by  W.  C. 
Stump.  Motion  carried  unanimously. 

Discussion  on  the  location  for  the  fall  meeting  was  made.  W.  C.  Stump 
informed  everyone  that  Brian  Overbee  had  made  preliminary  inquires  to 
possibly  have  the  meeting  in  Hazard,  KY.  Dave  Whisman  informed  the 
committee  that  Walter  Fletcher  was  willing  to  have  the  fall  meeting  in 
Pikeville,  KY.  No  action  was  taken  until  it  was  determined  that  Mr. 
Fletcher  would  in  fact  be  willing  to  host  the  meeting. 

Discussion  was  held  to  evaluate  the  current  status  of  the  Association.  The 
floor  was  open  for  any  new  business.  No  new  business  was  presented 
and  a  motion  to  adjourn  was  made  by  W.  C.  Stump,  seconded  by  Tom 
Shook.  Motion  carrie 


MINUTES  OF  THE  GENERAL  MEMBERSHIP  MEETING 

April  29,  2000 


The  twenty-eighth  meeting  of  the  general  membership  of  the  NSCA,  Inc. 
was  held  at  Bluefield,  WV,  on  April  29th,  2000  at  the  Ramada  Inn  of 
Bluefield.  Interim  President  Harold  Snodgress  called  the  meeting  to 
order  at  6:00  P.  M. 

1.  President  Snodgress  called  on  W.  C.  Stump,  Secretary  to  read  the 
minutes  of  the  Executive  Committee.  W.  C.  Stump  read  the 
minutes  of  the  meeting  stating  that  no  accurate  meeting  were  made 
of  the  last  meeting  and  a  unanimities  motion  was  made  to  omit 
reading  any  minutes. 

2.  Interim  Treasurer  Crawford  Blakeman  presented  his  report  given 
earlier  to  the  Executive  Committee  that  he  had  opened  a  new  CD 
account  in  the  amount  of  $10,000.00  and  we  had  $6,296.00  in  the 
General  Fund  account  with  all  bills  paid. 

3.  President  Snodgress  announced  that  Walter  Fletcher  had  agreed  to 
host  the  fall  meeting  at  Pikeville,  Ky.  The  first  weekend  of  October 
2000.  The  site  would  be  the  Landmark  Inn. 

4.  Book  Chairman  made  his  report  that  members  had  donated  80 
books  to  various  libraries.  He  stated  that  26  Edkins  Catalogues 
had  been  sold,  but  the  supply  of  the  West  Virginia  edition  of  Edkins 
Catalogue  was  running  low.  He  also  re-emphasized  the  proper 
procedure  to  make  and  record  foils  for  the  main  file.  He  reported 
that  new  finds  had  not  been  coming  in  as  fast  as  they  should  be. 
He  explained  the  need  for  new  find  to  be  reported. 

5.  Tom  Shook  awarded  the  Literary  Award  for  this  year  to  Mr.  Davidj 
A.  Zegeer. 

6.  President  Harold  Snodgress  presented  special  award  plaques  to 
the  members  of  the  Executive  Committee  who  served  on  the 
Committee  as  the  past  millennium  ended  and  served  as  the  new 
millennium  began. 

7.  With  no  further  business  to  be  conducted  a  motion  to  adjourn  was 
made  by  W.  C.  Stump  and  seconded  by  Dave  Whisman.  Motion 
carried  unan 


NEW  MEMBERS 

The  following  individuals  are  welcomed  to  the  ranks  of 

the  N.  S.  C.  A.,  Inc. 


1958  Walter  Christopher  1959  Larry  Dean  Davis 
660  Eggleston  Road  P.  O.  Box  1448 

Pembroke  VA  24136-3149  Chapmanville  WY  25508 

1961  Robert  Fuller  1962  Bill  Gaylor 

930  Forest  Edge  Drive  1614  Four  Bays  Drive 

South  Charleston  WV  25309  Konomis  FL  34275 


1957  James  A.  Wilson 
P.  O.  Box  206 
Grays  Knob,  KY  40829 

1960  Donald  Young 
Box  173 

Princewick  WV  25908 

1963  James  E.  Warren 
2201  W.  Wiltshipe 
Muncie  IN  47304 

1966  James  Collingwood 
1  Quebec  Square 
Danielson  CT  00234 

1999  Corbett  B.  Burnette 
7446  Stone  Road 
Salt  Lake  City  UT  84121 


1964  Leo  Shane,  Jr. 

1130  Woods  Lane 
Warminster  PA  18974 

1967  Edward  Cookenour 
136  Joe  Hale  Drive 
Gray  TN  37615 

1970  Murle  Stroud 

217  S.  Crown  Hill  Road 
Orrville  OH  44667-1327 

1972  Steven  Kawalec 
P.  O.  Box  4281 
Clifton  NJ  07012 


1965  Richard  J.  Donaiuk 
P.  O.  Box  310248 
Newington  CT  06131 — 0248 

1968  Lois  B.  Belding 

1780  S.  W.  Sunset  Trail 
Palm  City  FL  34990 

1971  James  Bowne 

1423  Auburn  Ave 
Cleveland  OH  44113 


TOUGH  AS  NAILS  AND  ON  THE  MEND 

By:  W.  C.  Stump 

Eighty-year-old  Scriptor  R.  R.  “Tip’’  Tippy  is  well  known  by  ail  as  one 
of  the  Charter  and  Honorary  Life  Member  of  NSC  A,  Inc.  He  has 
proven  that  even  at  eighty  years  young,  triple  by-pass  heart  surgery  may 
put  a  man  down  for  a  week  or  so,  but  not  put  him  out.  Being  a  dedicated 
Scriptor  who  never  learned  the  word  quit  has  allowed  Tip  to  bounce 
back  to  his  old  pre  heart  surgery  self. 

I  talked  with  Tip  the  other  day  on  the  phone  and  he  sounded  like  the  old 
Scriptor  I  first  met  over  20  year  ago.  I,  on  behalf  of  all  Scriptors  in 
Scripville,  wish  Tip  a  continued  recovery  and  expect  to  see  him  at 
Pikeville,  Ky.,  in  the  fall. 


7. 


TRUTH  IS  STRANGER  THAN  FICTION 


By:  Crawford  Blakeman 

The  story  of  “The  Well”  began  with  my  exceeding  good  fortune  in  meeting  Susan  and 
Hugh  Finley  at  the  NSCA  Spring  1998  meeting  at  Dunmor,  Ky.  Prior  to  that  time,  in  my 
scrip  hunting  for  20  years, I  had  managed  to  obtain  one  5c  piece  of  scrip  from  The  Procter 
Coal  Co.,  Red  Ash,  Ky.  At  Dunmor,  Hugh  Finley  showed  me  a  SI.  piece  and  asked  me  if 
it  was  of  any  value.  Upon  assuring  him  it  was  of  considerable  worth  and  very  rare,  he 
invited  me  to  come  to  their  home  at  Red  Ash,  near  Jellico,  Term  .A  few  days  later  I  made 
the  trip  and  first  heard  the  story  of  “The  Well”.  Hugh’s  father  and  grandfather  had 
operated  The  Procter  Coal  Company  until  it  shut  down.  When  Hugh  was  a  young 
teenager,  52  years  before,  his  father  had  him  take  the  scrip  and  dump  it  in  a  60  foot  well. 
Most  of  the  subsequent  years  were  spent  in  California  where  Hugh  met  Susan.  They 
returned  to  Red  Ash,  bought  the  property  where  the  mine  had  been  and  made  their  home 
there.  Hugh  remembered  the  well,  although  there  were  5  wells  on  the  property,  but  there 
seemed  to  be  no  way  to  get  the  scrip.  An  agreement  was  made  with  a  local  welder  to 
share  50-50  if  he  could  find  a  way  to  remove  the  scrip.  An  ingenious  device  was  made 
making  it  possible  to  recover  most  of  the  scrip.  On  my  first  visit  Hugh  showed  me  the 
scrip  they  had  recovered,  and  to  say  I  was  overwhelmed  would  be  an  understatement.  It 
was  necessary  to  clean  practically  every  piece  and  while  most  of  the  aluminum  pieces 
and  some  brass  pieces  were  beyond  cleaning,  a  good  number  were  in  decent  condition.  It 
is  now  evident  that  the  Procter  store  redeemed  scrip  from  several  nearby  mines  in 
Whitley,  Knox  and  Bell  Counties  in  Kentucky  and  Campbell  County,  Tennessee.  Most  of 
these  “foreign”  tokens  were  of  small  denominations,  seldom  larger  than  10c. 
Approximately  20  mines  were  represented  other  than  Procter,  some  of  them  being  of 
exceeding  rarity.  There  are  approximately  20  different  tokens  from  The  Procter  mines, 
including  4  denominations  of  aluminum  tokens  “In  Meat”  from  Red  Ash,  and  4 
denommations  of  aluminum  tokens  from  Procter  Coal  Co.  Indian  Mountain  Store, 
probable  listing  Jellico,  Term.  As  a  group  the  rarest  tokens  are  the  aluminum  ones 
inscribed  “In  Meat”.  There  were  several  tokens  from  Campbell  County,  some  of  great 
rarity.  An  interesting  aside  is  the  fact  that  of  all  the  tokens  none  were  later  than  “good 
fors”,  no  system  scrip  whatsoever,  making  it  evident  that  these  tokens  were  of 
considerable  age  when  they  were  dumped  in  the  well.  A  few  months  ago  Hugh  sold  me 
the  last  scrip  he  had,  at  which  time  he  gave  me  permission  to  tell  the  story  and  to  use  his 
name.  Very  sadly,  at  that  time  he  was  already  suffenng  from  incurable  cancer.  In  all  of 
my  life  I  have  never  met  a  more  ethical,  honest,  or  friendly  man  than  Hugh,  and  my  deep 
regret  is  that  I  did  not  know  him  sooner.  While  writing  this  article  I  have  learned  of  his 
death  and  my  sincere  condolences  go  to  his  wonderful  family. 


NOTE:  Crawford  Blakeman,  a  very  good  friend  of  Hugh,  represented  the 
NSCA,  Inc.  by  sending  a  contribution  to  the  Cancer  Society,  on  request  of  the 
Hugh’s  wife  and  family.  Our  sincere  condolence  and  sympathy  is  extended  to 
Hugh’s  family  and  many  friends.  He  will  always  be  remembered. 


8. 


Coal  Camp  Vittles 

By:  W.  C.  Stump 

The  mind  is  strange,  mysterious  and  yet  amazing.  The  power  of 
recollection  allows  us  to  recall  times  past.  I  wish  relate  to  you  the 
memories  of  the  time  in  1947  when  I  was  a  first  grader  enjoying  life  in 
the  coal  camps  of  Southeastern  Kentucky  to  the  fullest.  The  enjoyment 
was  amidst  the  poverty  that  was  imposed  on  the  coal  miner  and  his 
family  by  factors  beyond  his  control.  1947  is  a  good  place  to  begin  my 
story  of  this  coal  camp  kid’s  quest  to  live  out  his  daily  life  in  the 
coalfields  where  he  was  born  and  grew  into  manhood. 

It  is  sometimes  hard  to  explain,  and  comprehend  now,  how  a  young  child 
managed  to  enjoy  the  simplest  of  life’s  pleasures  in  the  late  1940’s.  It  is 
especially  hard  when  compared  with  how  a  child  lives  today  in  the  same 
area  of  the  country  only  fifty  years  later.  So  many  things  have  changed 
for  the  child  of  today:  the  type  of  recreation,  toys,  pets,  food,  clothing, 
sanitary  facilities,  drinking  water,  and  transportation.  Since  food  is  a 
subject  I  like  very  much,  I  will  look  back  at  the  food  the  coal  camp 
family  had  in  these  days  of  yesteryear. 

A  few  weeks  ago  I  was  talking,  via  the  wonders  of  the  Internet,  with  a 
friend  who  lives,  and  was  reared,  in  Indiana,  Roger  Honts.  I  was 
complaining  that  I  had  just  finished  a  great  country  dinner  cooked  in  the 
traditional  hillbilly  style.  I  complained  that  I  had  eaten  too  much  and 
the  over  indulgent  had  almost  made  me  sick  to  my  stomach.  Roger 
grew  up  the  farm  belt  of  the  mid-west  and  has  never  had  the  pleasure  of 
eating  a  coal  camp  type  country  dinner.  He  asked  what  did  a  country 
dinner  consist  of.  Being  the  jovial  fellow  that  I  am,  I  took  the 
opportunity  to  pull  a  practical  joke  by  telling  him  of  the  food  my  parents 
and  grandparents  use  to  serve  on  a  daily  basis,  but  added  a  little  “coal 
camp  embellishment”  to  the  menu.  I  told  Roger  that  for  breakfast  we 
always  had  country  fried  ham  and  fresh  eggs,  red  eye  gravy,  “cat  head” 
biscuits,  fresh  honey,  home  canned  “jam”  and  homemade  syrup,  topped 
off  with  an  occasional  fresh  fried  chicken  in  place  of  the  county  ham.  I 
also  told  of  the  wild  “greens”  we  ate.  Poke  Salad,  Mustard  Greens, 
ramps,  and  other  wild  eatable  vegetables  were  commonplace  usually 
served  after  hot  bacon  grease  was  poured  over  them.  Poke  was  boiled 


and  then  fried  and  served  with  boiled  eggs,  green  onions,  and  cornbread 
and  cold  buttermilk. 

As  Roger’s  attention  grew  I  continued  to  tel!  him  that  during  hog  killing 
time,  in  the  fall  of  the  year,  we  had  fresh  tenderloin,  pork  chops,  and 
home  made  sausage.  I  told  him  we  made  our  own  lard  and  wasted 
nothing.  Finally  we  took  the  hogs  entrails  and  made  “chitlin’s”.  In 
reality,  we  always  had  a  neighborhood  family  that  took  the  hog 
“leavin’s”  and  made  “chitlin’s”  for  themselves.  Just  the  thought  of  the 
ingredients  that  were  used  in  the  production  of  “Chitlin’s”  caused  me  to 
never,  until  this  day,  to  even  think  of  eating  “hog  guts”,  as  my  dad  called 
them. 

However,  another  great  delicacy  in  the  fall  of  the  year  was  squirrel  and 
rabbit,  with  an  occasional  ground  hog  providing  fresh  “wild  meat”.  The 
squirrels  and  rabbit  were  often  consumed  for  breakfast  with  a  rich  and 
tasty  gravy  made  and  served  from  the  “critter  renderings”.  I  was  taught 
early  to  chew  the  “critter  meat”  thoroughly  to  avoid  swallowing  the  lead 
shot  as  they  were  dispatched  for  the  table  via  daddy’s  trusty  .12  gauge 
shotgun  that  hung  over  the  fireplace.  Mommy  and  Daddy  had  coffee 
and  my  sister  and  I  had  milk,  when  we  could  afford  it,  or  served  hot 
sassafras  tea  as  an  alternative  to  milk. 

My  friend  was  astonished  at  this  story,  which  was  absolutely  true  except 
for  the  “possum”  and  Chitlin’s”.  Many  coal  camp  families  ate  both,  but 
the  “possum”  less  frequently.  One  coal  miner  from  Mexico  made  a 
special  “critter”  based  bar-b-que  that  utilized  any  and  everything  at  his 
disposal,  including  a  rattlesnake  if  it  was  unlucky  enough  to  get  “kilt”  or 
“ketched”  by  the  old  Mexican.  Few  of  his  neighbors  “partook”  of  the 
“critter  bar-b-que”.  My  uncle  Ralph,  Daddy’s  brother,  got  a  bit 
“touched”  by  a  jug  of  “moon”  and  helped  his  Mexican  friend  eat  a  fresh 
batch  of  the  “critter”  bar-b-que”  one  Saturday  evening.  Mommy  asked 
Uncle  Ralph  how  the  bar-b-que  tasted  and  he  replied.  “I  was  so  drunk  I 
don’t  remember  much,  except  that  the  “critter  meat”  wasn’t  bad 
because  I  “ett”  three  helpin’s.”  Uncle  Ralph  never  got  intoxicated 
around  the  old  Mexican  and  his  “critter”  meat  ever  again. 
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Just  last  week  Harlan  County  held  it’s  annual  “Poke  Salat  Festival”. 
Yep,  I  “ett”  my  share  of  the  green  wild  weed,  a  slab  of  sowbelly,  a  slice 
of  “corn  pone”  and  some  green  onions.  Doesn’t  that  make  your  mouth 
water? 

So  much  for  this  time.  In  the  next  issue  I  will  tell  the  story  of  “Shootin’ 
Pee  Jibs”,  an  almost  forgotten  sports  and  art  form  that  all  “Coal  Camp 
Kids”  played.  In  the  interim,  I  think  I  will  have  another  Coal  Camp 
Dinner  with  the  exception  of  the  “Critter  meat.” 


COMMENTS  FROM  THE  EDITOR 

By:  W.  C.  Stump 

It  seems  like  I  have  to  apologize  for  something  in  each  issue.  I  must  do 
so  again  for  not  getting  the  June  issue  of  Scrip  Talk  out  as  per  schedule 
due  to  my  health  taking  another  turn  for  the  worse.  I  have  been  in  and 
out  of  the  hospital  for  most  of  June.  This  latest  crisis  emphasizes  the 
extreme  urgency  to  locate  a  permanent  editor.  This  will  be  my  last  issue 
as  Editor  of  Scrip  Talk  as  a  new  Interim  Editor  has  been  appointed  by 
President  Harold  Snodgress.  The  new  Interim  Editor  will  be  Scriptor 
Jim  Singleton,  Jr.,  P.  O.  Box  41,  Hugheston,  WV  25110.  I  will  try  to 
assist  Jim  in  the  transition  and  the  Association  in  any  way  possible  as  my 
health  permits. 

Finally,  I  want  to  thank  everyone  for  the  many  years  of  friendship  and 
assisting  me  these  past  five  years  as  your  Editor.  Traveling  down  the 
sometimes-rocky  roads  in  Scripville,  may  it  end  like  it  did  for  Dorothy 
when  she  finally  made  it  down  the  Yellow  Brick  Road  to  the  Emerald 
City  of  Oz  and  back  to  Kansas.  I  hope  to  end  my  Editorial  career  on  a 
happy  note  and  with  nothing  but  great  memories  of  all  my  friends  and 
the  great  times  we  have  had.  I  will  still  be  active  as  Interim  Secretary 
until  the  fall  election  of  officers,  but  not  as  involved,  in  the  coming  years. 
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N.S.  C.A.  FREE  ADS  FOR  MEMBERS 

Free  Ads  arc  available  to  N.S. C.A.  members  at  no  charge.  The  only  requirements  being  that 
they  be  limited  to  4  lines,  one  ad  per  issue.  You  may  send  up  to  four  different  ads  in  one 
mailina.  Deadline  for  Free  Ads  is  three  weeks  after  the  postmark  of  the  current  issue  of 

SCRIP  TALK.  All  ads  received  after  the  deadline  will  be  held  for  the  followina  issue.  No  ad 
will  rerun  automatically,  each  issue  will  require  a  separate  request.  Paid  ads  should  be  sent  to 
SCRIP  TALK  Editor  and  NOT  the  Free  Ad  Editor.  SEND  ALL  FREE  ADS  TO:  Steve  Ratliff, 
N.S.  C.A.  Free  Ad  Editor,  1717  Saint  Marys  Bay  Drive,  Milton,  Florida  32583-7343  or 
E-mail  Steve@Ratliff.com  (Note:  +  at  the  end  of  your  ad  indicates  you  need  to  renew  it.) 

- - - - • - - - - - .. — ™ — ...» . - — « — . . .  . tt . m . . . rrm 

EXPLOSIVE  CONTROL  TOKENS  WANTED:  Private  collector  will  make  reasonable  offer  for 
single  rare  pieces,  small  lots,  or  entire  collections!  Joseph  Pierczynski,  324  S.  Fountain 
Avenue,  Ridgecrest,  CA  9355-4402,  phone  760-375-6776  + 

FOR  SALE:  WV  91B1  -  $1.50;  177025  -  $3.25,  HI  -  $2.50;  869F1  -  $3.25,  H5  -  $2.50; 
1379A100  -  $1.25;  1559H5  -  $1.25;  1583A100  -  $7.00;  2293F5  -  $7.00;  3055C10  -  $7.00; 
3061E5  -  $1.25,  E25  -  $1.50.  All  Postpaid.  I  want  transportation  &  prison  tokens.  Bob  Kelley, 
2689  Cliff  Road,  North  Bend,  OH  45052  + 

WANTED:  FAYETTE  CO.,  WEST  VIRGINIA  SCRIP,  any  denomination  from  Boone,  DunLoop, 
Fayette,  Donwood,  Colen  Ferris,  Montgomery  Vanette,  Sun.  Waiter  Ayers,  428  Ear!  Dr., 
Warren,  OH  44483,  phone  330-847-8052  + 

TENNESSEE  TRANSPORTATION  TOKENS  WANTED:  75-F,  140-A,  280-A,  300-A,  360-A, 
400- A,  415-B,  430-C,  <9,  H,  J,  W,  600-M,  N,  690-B,  C,  D.  Jim  Medd,  110  Braddock  Street, 
Crossville,  TN  38555  email  sgmedd@multipro.com  + 

BUYING  SMALL  OR  LARGE  QUANTITIES  OF  MERCHANT  “GOOD  FOR"  TOKENS  from 
most  states.  All  price  lists  and  offers  gratefully  appreciated.  Call  or  write:  Ken  Chylinski, 
Box  66,  St.  Clair,  MI  48079,  phone  810-727-3456  + 

WANTED:  FORDSON  COAL  CO.  SCRIP  COMMISSARY  PIECES:  H5A,  H5B,.H50, 15,  AND 
Jl.  Will  pay  top  dollar.  Darrell  Rainbolt,  1455  Short  Street,  Corydon,  IN  47112-2200 
Days  (502)  339-5246,  Nights  (812)  738-2579 

WANTED:  MAVERICK  TOKENS  WITH  STREET  ADDRESSES  OF:  Charleston  Street, 
Jacobs  Street,  Chapline  Street,  Eoff  Street,  Quarrier  Street,  Kanawah  Street,  Summers 
Street.  Please  write  with  description  and  price.  Don  Clifford,  P.O.  Box  65,  St.  Albans,  WV 
25177  + 

WANT  NORTH  CAROLINA  COAL  AND  LUMBER  TOKENS.  Robert  S.  King,  33  Cardinal 
Drive,  Brevard,  NC  28712,  phone  828-883-8028,  email  Tokenaddict@citcom.net 

WANTED:  PIECE  OF  SCRIP  ISSUED  BY  DRAPER  COAL  COMPANY,  LOGAN,  WEST 
VIRGINIA.  Neville  L.  Brugh,  434  Nace  Road,  Troutville,  VA  24175-5806  + 

WANTED:  WEST  VIRGINIA  MERCHANT  TOKENS,  (no  coal  scrip),  write  with  description 
and  price,  have  some  trades.  Donald  K.  Clifford,  P.  O.  Box  65,  Albans,  WV  25177 

MORE  AND  MORE  SCRIPTORS  ARE  USING  THE 
CONVENIENCE  OF  EMAIL  TO  SEND  THEIR  FREE  AD  IN. 
SEND  YOUR  FREE  AD  TO:  Steve@Ratiiff.com 

_ N.S.C.A.  FREE  ADS  FOR  MEMBERS _ 

SALOON  TOKENS  WANTED,  especially  from  West  Virginia  and  surrounding  states.  Will  pay 
well  for  any  I  need,  or  will  try  to  make  a  trade  for  tokens  that  you  need.  David  E. 
Schenkman,  P.  O.  Box  366,  Sryantown,  MD  20617.  E-mail:  turtlehill@olg.com _ 

FLORIDA  TOKENS  WANTED  -  Florida  tokens  of  ail  types  wanted.  Send  554  stamp  for  free 
sample  of  Florida  Token  Society's  newsletter,  TOKENEWS  and  request  free  Florida  token. 
Steve  Ratliff,  1717  Saint  Marys  Say  Drive,  Milton,  PL  32583-7343  (N£'&  AWZEK  ¥  EHfllL). 
Steve@Ratliff.com  + _ 

FOR  SALE:  COOK  &  SHARP  COAL  CO.,  LE  JUNIOR,  KY.  -  105  II  R-l,  H5  R-l,  H10  R-l, 
H25  R-3,  H50a  R-5,  H50b  R-6,  H100  R-6  -  7  piece  set  for  $35.00.  The  Cook  and  Sharp  Coal 
Co.,  Le  Junior,  Ky  1605  DIO  R-8,  D25  R-5,  D50  R-4,  D100  R-4  -  4  pieces  for  $35.00.  Rarity  as 
corrected  in  Scrip  Talk.  C.  F.  Colley,  356  County  Road  262,  Hanceville,  AL  35077-3419  + 

VIRGINIA  MERCHANT  TOKENS  FOR  SALE:  4810  -  J.  H.  Custer  -  Tunis,  VA,  If  5$,  104, 
254  -  $60.00.  54,  104,  254  -  $45.00.  One  of  each.  8.  C.  Cheuvront,  264  2nd  Street, 
Broadway,  VA  22815.  + _ 

FOR  SALE:  W.VA.  2773A1  -  $15.00;  2773A10  -  $10.00.  A1  is  graded  <95,  A10  is  S3.  Also, 
2821A50,  Trace  Fork  Coal  Co.  R-10,  £5  -  $50.00.  Eli  Hcrrah,  1622  W.  10th  Street, 
Fremont,  NE  68025,  phone  4-2-721-8741  + _ 

WHERE  WAS  YOUR  AD  IN  THIS  ISSUE?  Don't  delay,  send  in  your  ad  today  and  start 
getting  results  with  the  next  issue.  With  this  issue  you  can  run  auctions  in  the  Free  Ad 
Section  and  paid  ads  in  other  sections.  SEND  IN  YOUR  AD  TODAY  -  DO  NOT  DELAY! _ 

A  REMINDER,  AFTER  YOUR  AD  MEANS  IT  IS  TIME  TO  RENEW 


MEDIUM  HOARD 
ALERT 

WHERE  IS  YOUR 

By: 

Crawford  Blakeman  -  New  Finds  Editor 

FREE  AD? 

A  medium  size  hoard  of  the 

By:  W.  C.  Stump 

following  Tennessee  tokens  has 

Shouldn’t  it  be  listed  in 

shown  up: 

the  pages  above?  A 

Black  Diamond  Collieries 

fellow  Scriptor  just  might 

Tn  #  194A1,  A5,  A10,  A25,  A100 

have  that  token  your  are 

Southern  Collieries 

Tn  #  601G1„  G5  a&b,  G10  -H10 
and  H25 

looking  for,  but  don’t 

know  vou  want  it. 

«/ 

Note:  The  number  of  tokens 
estimated  to  be  500. 

All  it  cost  to  place  a  free 
ad  is  one  .33  cent  stamp. 
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THE  WAY  IT  WAS 


By:  W.  C.  Stump 

As  my  decision  to  resign,  as  Editor  became  a  reality,  I  looked  back  at  the 
years  I  have  been  involved  in  our  great  organization.  It  was  in  1985  that 
I  officially  became  a  Scriptor  by  joining  the  NSCA.  As  far  back  as  I  can 
remember,  I  had  bought  and  sold  scrip,  used  it  as  targets  for  my  .22  rifle 
practice  when  I  was  a  coal  camp  sharpshooter  growing  up  in  the  coal  j 
camp  at  Grays  Knob,  Ky.  Scrip  was  considered  useless  and  it  had  no 
monetary  value  when  all  the  coal  companies  in  my  county,  and 
throughout  the  coal  fields  when  its  use  was  discontinued  in  the  late 
1950’ s.  I  never  imagined  that  anyone  would  want  to  collect  this  useless 
and  valueless  “company  money”. 

: 

Times  have  changed  since  1959  when  I  temporarily  left  home  and 
entered  college,  in  has  been  a  relatively  short  15  years  since  I  became 
involved  in  the  NSCA  and  the  years  have  changed  the  hobby  and  the  I 
NSCA.  In  1994,  the  changing  times  effected  our  organization  when  it 
under  went  a  major  change.  From  the  early  days  of  our  organization  the  i 
price  of  scrip  changed  and  now  astonishes  every  the  most  experienced 
collector  and  dealer.  The  “Useless”  tokens  of  yesteryear  have  become  j 
treasures  of  the  21st  century.  The  value  if  a  simple  piece  of  aluminum  or 
brass  worth  10  cents  in  the  fifties,  $2.00  in  the  70’s,  now  might  bring  as 
much  as  $200.00  today. 

J 

The  membership  of  the  NSCA  has  changed  also.  When  I  joined  in  1985,  j 
the  majority  of  members  of  the  organization  were  men  and  women  in 
their  late  and  retiring  years.  For  a  time,  many  thought  that  the  Scriptor 
was  a  dying  breed.  It  appeared  so  as  late  as  two  years  ago.  Now  the 
historical  interest  in  coal  company  scrip,  the  old  coal  mines  and  the 
history  of  the  coal  industry  has  brought  “new  blood”  into  the  fading 
ranks  of  the  NSCA.  Today,  we  are  having  an  increase  in  membership  ! 
from  more  younger  and  enthusiastic  Scriptors.  The  Internet  had 
brought  the  scriptors  closer  together  and  is  providing  valuable  historical 
information  in  the  form  of  first  hand  reports  of  those  who  lived  and 
worked  in  the  day  of  yesteryear.  Many  interested  people  have  formed 
special  web  pages  and  provide  everything  from  old  photographs  of  the 


coal  mines,  coal  camps,  schools  located  throughout  the  coal  fields,  coal 
camp  recipes  from  their  mother  and  grandmother’s  kitchens,  and  even 
the  music  of  the  times.  In  my  count}',  Harlan,  Kentucky,  a  new  and 
extensive  web  page  has  been  established  to  provide  the  nostalgia  and 
kinship  for  so  many  former  coal  camp  kids.  Now  they  are  telling  their 
stories  and  sharing  their  photographs  with  their  fellow  Harlan  County 
friends  scatter  through  the  United  States.  I  have  to  force  myself  to  leave 
the  site  because  of  the  vast  new  information  I  read  about  tends  to 
mesmerize  me.  f  can  only  assume  that  other  such  Internet  sites  are 
already  established  through  out  the  coalfields  of  America.  I  have  had 
many  requests  to  provide  Harlan  County  Coal  Camp  Scrip  from  people 
I  never  knew,  living  in  distant  states,  but  can  come  home  via  the 
Internet.  I  have  signed  up  new  members  for  the  NSC  recently  via  the 
Internet. 

When  my  late  friend,  Jim  Thompson  coined  the  term  “The  Way  it  Was”, 
he  would  surely  be  please  that  the  way  it  was  in  his  time,  and  many  of 
our  members  time,  is  still  alive  and  well.  I  can  almost  see  Jim  at  a 
computer  desk,  typing  away  as  he  would  surly  have  done  had  he  lived 
and  coining  a  new7  phrase.  I  bet  he  would  say  this  is  “The  Way  It  Is.” 


NEW  FIND  REPORT  #  5 

IOWA:  1.  339A25  N  27  Rd  Sd  W.  D.  Johnson/25//ICS  R  ?  2.KENTUCKY 
1737150b  Same  as  Ky.l737L50  with  Clover  C/O  -  R-10.  MX17-10B  20  Rd  Sd  -  R- 
10.  WEST  VIRGINIA:  531K10  N  21  Rd  Co  (Howard  Collieries  Of  N&W)  -  R?. 
1305A500  R  38  Sc  Co  (Hutchinson  Coal)  -  K-9.  1735D5  Z  18  Rd  Sd  (L.  E.  Stone)  - 
R?.  NEW  COMPANY  AND  TOWN:  Phoenixvilie  2213  (Harrison)  2213A50  A  31 
Rd  Sd  Francis  &  Stemple/PhoenixviHe/W.Va.//Good  for/50/In  Merchandise  —  R-10. 
See  Dodril!  F473  &  P632.  He  lists  at  Wolf  Summit,  W.  V.  as  C/S  for  Phoenix  Coal 
Mining  &  Coke  Co.)  2483A100  R  32  Rd  Co  (F.  E.  Summers  Dept.  Store)  -  R-10? 
2711G100  B  1  Rd  Co  (New  River  Coal,  Summerlee,  1947)  -  R-?.  2729A1000b  as 
2729A100,  but  with  “Z”  cstp.  -  R-10. 

Unlisted  Lumber  token:  T  ran  tow  Number  WV418C1000  B  35  Rd  Sd  (Christian 
Dept.  Store)  R-10. 

To  have  new  finds  recorded  please  send  foils  or  rubbings  in  2X2  holders,  foils 
preferred,  to:  CRAWFORD  BLAKEMAN,  P.  O.  Box  536,  Middlesboro,  Ky.  40965. 
Please  indicate  size  in  mm,  type  of  material,  and  any  pertinent  information  you  may 
has  as  to  rarity,  etc.  _ _  _  _ 
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THE  MILLENNIUM  REUNION  CAUGHT  ON 
THE  PHANTOM’S  CANDID  CAMERA 


By:  W.  C.  Stump 

The  world’s  best  photographers  in  ways  never  before  seen  by  mankind 
and  with  the  most  sophisticated  equipment  available  recorded  the 
beginning  of  the  new  millennium.  A  few  Scriptors  photographed  the 
NSCA’s  first  Meeting  of  the  new  millennium.  The  Phantom  performed 
his  last  duties  by  recording  the  activities  of  the  meeting  at  Bluefield,  WV. 
The  following  four  pages  are  dedicated  to  catching  in  time  the  events  of 
this  great  meeting  and  are  compliment  of  the  one  and  only  “Phantom” 
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Interim  Vice-President  Jack  Chapman  tells  Dave  Whisman  a  Scrip  Tale 
Over  a  Friday  Hot  Dog  during  the  evenings  prior  to  the  NSCA  Meeting. 


Left  to  right  are  Scriptors  Ben  Trail,  Harold  Snogress  and  Crawford 
Blakeman.  Looking  at  the  Candid  Camera  is  Dave  E.  Schenkman. 


Panoramic  view  of  Scriptors  busy  looking  and  buying  at  the  bourse  area 
Saturday  morning.  Activity  was  brisk  and  many  tokens  were  exchanged. 
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Scriptor  Doug  Bumbgardner  on  back  wall  attended  his  first  NSCA 
meeting.  Grace  Williams,  sitting,  enjoys  the  meeting  and  seeing 
everyone.  Grace,  wife  of  Bill  Williams,  always  supports  the  NSCA. 


Scriptors  line  up  for  the  evening  banquet  after  a  busy  day  trading, 
buying  scrip  and  listening  to  tall  tales  of  the  days  of  yesteryear. 


Harold  Snodgress  gives 
look  on  in  delight  before 


the  Phantom  a  special  “Corkey  Smile”  as  friends 
“diggin’  in”  to  the  evening  meal. 


Three  “Scrip  Happy”  members  wait  in  anticipation  for  the  final  event  of 
the  evening:  the  Mail/Floor  Auction. 
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FALL  MEETING  2000  AND  ELECTION  2000 


The  long  hot  summer  is  fast  approaching  its  end  (believe  it  or  not,  it  really  is.)  Two 
months,  just  8  weeks  or  so  and  we  will  be  meeting  again  to  visit  together  one  last 
time  before  winter  arrives.  Give  the  Landmark  Inn  a  call  and  make  your 
reservation  now.  CALL  (606)  432-2545  FOR  EARLY  BIRD  RESERVATIONS. 


The  final  most  important  duty  to  be  performing  by  the  membership  this  year  is  to 
elect  officers  to  govern  the  NSCA,  Inc.  for  the  next  two  years.  All  positions  are  to  be 
filled  with  dedicated  offices.  The  election  process  will  start  in  September, 
culminating  with  a  general  election  in  December  2000.  Now  is  a  good  time  to  think 
of  members  who  can  be  counted  on  to  carry  out  the  duties  of  the  Executive 
Committee.  Remember  the  salary  for  each  office  is  great  and  should  be  considered 
before  nominating  a  member  to  any  position.  How  much,  you  ask?  GRATIS  and 
what  does  that  get  one  for  all  the  dedicated  hours  they  will  be  expected  to  devote?  A 
sense  of  accomplishment  and  knowing  that  you  helped  preserve  the  legacy  of  our 
great  organization  and  the  many  dedicated  members  who  have  served  for  nearly  30 
years. 


